


pole.

Power pole conversion
creates living space

for birds of prey

By Jeanie Senior

A 30-foot utility pole donated by Hood
River Electric Cooperative (HREC) has
been given new life as a multipurpose
raptor perching and nesting platform,
raised next to the 12th fairway at Indian
Creek Golf Course.

A HREC crew delivered the pole in
July, and a mostly volunteer crew set it
up in early August.

The pole’s purpose: providing nesting
space for a variety of birds who will prey
on rodents at the golf course, including
voles. The result: less use of pesticides
and traps, and better water quality.

Although orchardists have erected
raptor poles in the Hood River Valley,
this pole—the product of a public-private
partnership—is a first.

Spearheaded by the Hood River
Watershed Group, partners include
Indian Creek Stewards, HREC,

Pacific Power, the Northwest Service
Academy, the golf course, Columbia

Gorge Community College and private
orchardists.

Hood River House Sitters owner Tad
Johnston, a former lineman, provided
technical expertise when the pole was
erected.

“We're anticipating at least ospreys
nesting on it,” Watershed Group Manager
Steve Stamptli
says of the plat-
form on top of the
pole.

There also is a
perch extending
on one side, near
the top. Itis a
place for large
hawks and other
raptors to perch
as they survey the
landscape and hunt rodents.

Habitat boxes also will be mounted on
the pole, where other varieties of birds
can nest and raise their young.

“If we install kestrel boxes, we will
have kestrels using it,” Steve says.

A second perch, lower on the pole,
probably will be added, because kestrels
prefer to hunt a bit closer to the ground.

“The fact that the Watershed Group
wanted to encourage this natural
means of rodent control in the Indian

Steve Stampfli

Below, Tad Johnston of Hood River House Sitters helps position a nesting
platform on an old power pole.

Left, Tad, a former lineman, instructs an AmeriCorps volunteer how to climb a
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Creek area appealed to me;” says

HREC Manager John Gerstenberger. “I
appreciate that. With a little help, natural
processes can often produce results that
would otherwise require ongoing human
intervention and investment”

The co-op generally makes poles
removed from service available to
co-op members for other uses, John
says, including fence posts, landscaping
timbers and retaining walls.

“We love to see items reused by others
when we choose to retire them from ser-
vice on our distribution system,” he says.

HREC delivered a second pole to
Klahre House School, where students will
decorate it before it’s installed at a second
Indian Creek location.

“It’s a combined art class/habitat
project,” Steve says.

The golf course, which recently got
Audubon Society certification, volun-
tarily has adopted measures that improve
wildlife habitat and water quality, Steve
says.

Conservation measures include leaving
certain parts of the rough unmowed,
allowing brush to grow in places along
the creek, and being careful with fertilizer
and pesticide application.

The raptor pole, Steve says, “really fits
in with their plans as well” m
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